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Introduction:   

Using the theme It’s On The Money, this four-lesson unit focuses on money and the people 
on money to review Virginia social studies SOLs for US History to 1877, US History 1877 
to Present, and Civics and Economics. The goal is to review the SOLs on which the students 
are about to be tested in a fun way using something they are familiar with – MONEY.  It 
builds on It’s On The Money – a review of K-3 SOLs. 

  Lesson one, There’s U.S. History on Our Money? and the accompanying PowerPoint focus 
on the Great Seal as it relates to U.S. history and government as well as Westward Journey 
nickels and the Golden Dollar to review facts about the Louisiana Purchase.  Lesson two 
discusses the Men on Money and their contributions to U.S. history.  Lesson three discusses 
the Women on Money and the accomplishments of the three women whose images are on 
U.S. coins.  Lessons two and three reference only men and women the students have studied 
who are actually on coins or currency. Lesson four focuses on diversity and has students 
think about Who Would You Put On New Money – and Why? This lesson reviews minority 
personalities in the SOLs.  An optional section reviews other non-minority figures in the 
SOLs. 

 Venn diagrams and activity cards are used throughout the unit so students can gain skills in 
the use of these tools and build on those skills.  There are group activities in several lessons 
that require a report.  It is suggested that you rotate group leaders so as many as possible of 
the students get the experience of talking before a group. 

 Performance criteria activities are supplied at the end of each lesson.   
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Lesson One – THERE’S U.S. HISTORY ON OUR MONEY? 

Instructional Objective:  Student will describe the characteristics of Westward Journey nickel 
series, Golden Dollar and $1.00 bill and discuss how these characteristics relate to the 
history of our country.   

Behavioral Objectives: 

• After watching Part One of the PowerPoint Presentation, student will list  
• the three branches of government and match them to the appropriate parts of the 

eagle on the Great Seal of the United States 
• four items found in the quantity of 13 on the seal and discuss why the number 13 

is significant to U.S. History 
• After watching Part One of the PowerPoint Presentation, student will describe the 

functions of the three branches of government. 
• After watching the Part Two of the PowerPoint Presentation, student will discuss the 

significance and contributions of Sacagawea and her baby on the Westward Journey. 
• After watching Part Two of the PowerPoint Presentation, student will identify four 

reverse sides of Westward Journey nickel series and discuss the significance of what is 
on each one as it relates to the exploration of the land acquired by the United States in 
the Louisiana Purchase. 

Virginia Social Studies SOLs reviewed in this lesson might include:   

• Summarize how separation of powers and checks and balances protect against abuse of 
power by any one branch of government. CE.6c 

• Explain the separation of powers principal of government stated in the Constitution of 
the United States of America and Bill of Rights  USI.7b 

• Explain how the Louisiana Purchase was added to the United States. USI.8a 

Materials:   

• PowerPoint presentation – There’s U.S. History on Our Money? 
• Coloring Sheets or other images of the Westward Journey Nickels, Golden Dollar 

and Great seal (on accompanying CD) or actual coins and a $1.00 bill. 
• Federal Reserve Publications to include: Dollars and Cents available at no charge 

from the Atlanta Fed 
• Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond Money Museum Audio Tour 
• Thomas Jefferson and Sacagawea bookmarks available at no charge from the 

Richmond Fed 

Sequence of the Lesson 

• Establish Set – Post coloring sheets or other images of the Westward Journey Nickels, 
Sacagawea Golden Dollar, and the Great Seal around the room.  Alternately – display actual 
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coins and a $1.00 bill or manipulatives of same or ask the students to bring in samples if 
they have them. 

• State Objective – Tell the students over the next two days they will be reviewing some 
interesting facts about Lewis and Clark’s journey west and the three branches of U.S. 
government by watching and discussing some slides and looking at some coins and a $1.00 
bill. 

• Model Ideal Behavior/Skills – Ask the students to raise their hands and wait to be called on 
when they want to answer the questions you will ask during the PowerPoint presentation. 

• Check for Comprehension – Use the PowerPoint presentation to lead the discussion of 
Lewis and Clark’s journey to explore the Louisiana Purchase and/or the Great Seal.  
Informally check to be sure all students are participating in the discussion.  If not, ask for 
“someone who has not answered a question” to give you the answer or call on specific 
students who have not answered.   

• Provide Guided Practice – Divide the students into several groups.  Direct them to design a 
seal (similar to the Great Seal) to represent the Lewis and Clark’s Westward Journey to 
explore the Louisiana Purchase.  Ask them to write three sentences under the seal and 
explain why they selected the symbols or items they used on it.  Post the seals on the wall. 

• Provide Independent Practice – Ask the students to select one of the Westward Journey 
nickel series or the Golden Dollar.  Direct them to write a journal entry for Lewis, Clark, 
Jefferson, or Sacagawea related to something on the coins and U.S. history.   

• Achieve Closure – Close the lesson with a walk around the room to view the seals.  
Comment or ask the group leaders to comment on significant items and symbols on the seals 
and how they relate to the journey or the Louisiana Purchase itself.  Invite students to share 
their journal entries aloud.   

Evaluation:   

The portfolio assignment will be used as an evaluation for this unit.  Tell the students the 
class is developing a Jeopardy/Quiz bowl-type game to accompany this lesson.  The 
categories on the game-board are: Louisiana Purchase, Golden Dollar and Great Seal. Ask 
each student to submit a short Jeopardy-type answer for each category and the       
companying question to go with the answer.  When all the questions are in, you may want to 
divide the class into several teams and actually play the game.    

Scaffolding Activity for at-risk students:   
Print the Great Seal pages from the resources CD.  Ask the students to write 3 sentences 
about what is on the front of the seal and three sentences about what is on the back of the 
seal and what these things represent to the history of our country. 

Extension Activities for Gifted and Talented Students:                                                     
1) Have the students research the Great Seal of Virginia.  Information is available at several 
Web sites including  http://www.delahunty.com/infantry/greatsl.htm or 
http://www.rockingham.k12.va.us/JWES/Virginia.html.  Ask the students to compare and 
contrast the Great Seals of the United States and of the Commonwealth of Virginia - two 
fronts or the two reverse sides.  They can do this in discussion form or use a Venn Diagram. 
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Achieve Closure:  Tell the students the next time you get together you will be talking about 
the famous men who are on money and what they did to get that honor.  You may want to 
ask them to bring pictures of men on money or play money that shows Washington, 
Jefferson, Hamilton, Lincoln, Grant, Franklin, Roosevelt, Wilson, Eisenhower, and 
Kennedy. (Jackson – optional) 
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 Lesson Two – MEN ON MONEY – and Commemorative Coins 

Instructional Objectives:  Student will explain why America has honored certain men who 
were significant in history by placing their portraits on money. 

      Behavioral Objectives: 

• Student will identify the denomination of currency and/or coin that honors or honored 
historic personalities appropriate to U.S. History to 1877 or U.S. History 1877 to present to 
include George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Alexander Hamilton, 
Ulysses Grant, Benjamin Franklin, Booker T. Washington, Franklin Roosevelt, Woodrow 
Wilson, Dwight Eisenhower, and John Kennedy.  (Optional – Andrew Jackson) 

• After watching PowerPoint (use either U.S. History to 1877 or U.S. History 1877 to 
present), student will list two contributions each made to America by George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, Abraham Lincoln and Ulysses Grant or Benjamin 
Franklin, Booker T. Washington, Franklin Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson Dwight 
Eisenhower, and John Kennedy that make them worthy of the honor of being on our money.  

Virginia Social Studies SOLs reviewed in this lesson might include:   

• The student will identify key individuals in the Revolutionary War and describe the role 
they played. USI.6c 

• Summarize the following information on the Bill of Rights that provided a written guarantee 
of individual rights: 

o James Madison was the author of the Bill of Rights. 
o The first ten amendments to the Constitution of the United States of America provide 

a written guarantee of individual rights (e.g., freedom of speech, freedom of 
religion). USI .7b 

• The student will explain that Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson had opposing views 
on the role of the national government that resulted in the creation of two political parties 
and summarize the party differences. USI.7c 

• Student will summarize major national issues and events faced by George Washington and 
Thomas Jefferson.  USI.7d 

• Student will summarize the roles of Lincoln and Grant during the Civil War. USI.9d  
• Compare the African American response to “Jim Crow” laws as characterized by Booker T. 

Washington.  USII.3c  

• Explain the leadership role of the Woodrow Wilson and the United States at the end of 
World War I. USII.4b 

• Summarize the effectiveness of Prohibition. USII.5b 
• Identify features of Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal and how it used government programs to 

help the nation recover from the depression.  USII .5d 
• Identify the countries and their leaders that became the Allied Powers. USII.5d 
• Identify major events and turning points of World War II including American and Allied 

troops landed in Normandy, France, on D-Day to begin the liberation of Western Europe. 
USII.6b 
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• Identify major conflicts in the post-World War II era including the Cuban Missile Crisis 
which occurred when the Soviet Union placed missiles in Cuba. USII.7c 

Materials:   

• PowerPoint presentation:  The Men on Money (U.S. History to 1877 and U.S. History 
1877 to present versions included on CD) 

• Play or real money or photos of money in denominations discussed 
• Bookmarks available from the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond for the following:  

George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, 
Alexander Hamilton, Abraham Lincoln and Ulysses Grant for U.S. History to 1877 
(Optional – Andrew Jackson) and Woodrow Wilson, Franklin Roosevelt, Dwight 
Eisenhower and John Kennedy for U.S. History 1877 to present. These are available at 
no charge in the Publications section of our Web site www.richichmondfed.org. 

• Assorted internet sources and biographies of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses 
Grant, George Washington Carver, Woodrow Wilson, Franklin Roosevelt, Dwight 
Eisenhower and John F. Kennedy available from your school library or public libraries. 
(Optional – Andrew Jackson) 

  Sequence of Lesson: 

• Establish Set – Distribute bookmarks from Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond on George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton 
Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses Grant, Woodrow Wilson, Franklin Roosevelt, Dwight Eisenhower 
and John Kennedy as appropriate for your grade level.  Ask the students what these men all 
have in common. (Optional – Andrew Jackson) 

• State Objective – Tell the students they will be talking today about the accomplishments of 
these men and why the country honored them by putting them on money.  

• Model Ideal Behavior/Skills – Ask the students to raise their hands and wait to be called on 
when they want to answer the questions you will ask during the PowerPoint presentation. 

• Check for Comprehension – Use the PowerPoint presentation to lead the discussion of the 
accomplishments of the men you are discussing.  Informally check to be sure all students are 
participating in the discussion.  If not, ask for “someone who has not answered a question” to 
give you the answer or call on specific students who have not answered.   

• Provide Guided Practice – Give the student an opportunity to practice the objective by playing 
Who Am I? (See directions in Appendix B.) Let the students know if you include the bookmark 
for Andrew Jackson. You may want to play the game again after you cover the Women on 
Money and include the Sacagawea and Susan B. Anthony bookmarks. 

• Provide Independent Practice – Provide the students with a reading list. Ask the students to 
make an activity card for one of the Men on Money.  (See example in Appendix A) 

• Achieve Closure – Ask the students if anyone discovered any new information in their 
readings.  If so, have them share it and lead a brief discussion on the new information.  Tell the 
students the next time you get together you will be talking about the famous women who are on 
money and what they did to get that honor.  You may want to ask them to bring pictures of 
women on money. 
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Evaluation: 

The portfolio assignment will be used as an evaluation for this unit.  The students will use a Venn 
Diagram to compare and contrast two men on money and two of the coins or bills discussed in the 
lesson.  For each diagram write the ways each of the coins or men on money are different on the 
outsides.  Write three ways the coins or men are alike in the overlapping section.   

Scaffolding Activities for At-Risk Students:  [U.S. History to 1877] Go to the Fedcard trivia 
section of the Boston Fed’s Web site http://www.bos.frb.org/education/online/fedcard.htm. 
Question four contains educational trivia for each of the presidents on money. Prepare a report with 
answer to question # four for Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Hamilton, Grant, and Franklin. [U.S. 
History 1877 to present] Go to the student section of the U.S. Mint’s Web site 
www.usmint.gov/kids.  Click on Camp Coin.  Select two of the H.I.P. Pocket Change Pals (one 
must have a * beside the name here) Peter*, Plinky, Nero *, or Bill. List the phrase each pal coined.  
Write two sentences about what you think this phrase means. If there is a Meet My Ancestor section 
on their site – write two sentences about the ancestor too. 

Extension Activities for Gifted and Talented Students:  [U.S. History to 1877] Go to the Web 
site for the Money Museum at the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond. 
www.richmondfed.org/about_us/our_tours/money_museum/index.cfm.  Click on Audio Tour and 
listen to the Confederate Currency.  Write at least five sentences about what happened to the value 
of the Confederate Currency during the war and why. 

[U.S. History 1877 to present] Go to the Coin of the Month section in COIN NEWS on the U.S. 
Mint’s Web site for students www.usmint.gov/kids.  Select a coin – current or something from the 
Past Picks section.  Design a bookmark including information about that coin and the historic 
personality or event featured on the coin.    
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Lesson Three – WOMEN ON MONEY  

Instructional Objective:  Student will explain why America has honored women who were 
significant in history by placing their portraits on money. 

• Student will define the phrase “equality under the law.” 
• Student will identify the coins that honor Susan B. Anthony and Sacagawea.  (Optional - 

Helen Keller) 

Behavioral Objectives: 

• Using classroom resources, student will list three contributions made to America by 
Sacagawea, Susan B. Anthony and Helen Keller (optional) that make them worthy of the 
honor of being on our money. 

Virginia Social Studies SOLs reviewed in this lesson might include:   

• Explain how the Louisiana Purchase was added to the United States. USI.8a 
• In the Lewis and Clark expedition, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark 

explored the Louisiana Purchase from the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean. 
• Student will describe Susan B. Anthony, one of the strong women who led the campaign for 

women’s suffrage before the Civil War and continued after the war had ended USI.8d 
• Explain the main ideas of the suffrage movement which helped women gain equal rights:  

USI.8d  
• Describe the following effects of the women’s suffrage movement: 

• Increased educational opportunities 
• Attained voting rights   – Women gained the right to vote with passage of the 

19th Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America.  USII. 3e 

Materials:   

• PowerPoint presentation on The Women on Money 
• Play or real money or photos of Susan B. Anthony silver dollar and Sacagawea Golden 

Dollar (optional – Alabama quarter) 
• Bookmarks available from the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond: Susan B. Anthony 

and Sacagawea 
• Assorted internet sources and biographies of Susan B. Anthony, Sacagawea, and Helen 

Keller (optional) available from your school library or public library.   

  Sequence of Lesson: 

• Establish Set – Distribute the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond’s bookmarks for 
Sacagawea and Susan B. Anthony.  Ask the students if they can name the two women who 
are on money we can spend today. (three if you include Helen Keller in the group) 
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• State Objective – Tell the students that although there are many men on money, they will 
be learning today about Susan B. Anthony, Sacagawea (and Helen Keller) who are the only 
women on money we spend today. 

• Model Ideal Behavior/Skills – Ask the students to raise their hands and wait to be called on 
when they want to answer the questions you will ask during the PowerPoint presentation. 

• Check for Comprehension – Use the PowerPoint presentation to lead the discussion of the 
accomplishments of Susan B. Anthony and Sacagawea. (optional – Helen Keller.)  
Informally check to be sure all students are participating in the discussion.  If not, ask for 
“someone who has not answered a question” to give you the answer or call on specific 
students who have not answered.   

• Provide Guided Practice – Divide the students into two or six groups. (six if you have 
included Helen Keller)  Assign one of the following Venn Diagrams to each group: 
Anthony/Sacagawea, SBA silver dollar/Sacagawea Golden Dollar, (optional - 
Anthony/Keller, Sacagawea/Keller, SBA Silver Dollar/Alabama quarter, Sacagawea Golden 
Dollar/Alabama quarter.)  Assign leader to report on the group’s findings.  

• Provide Independent Practice – Provide students with a reading list of books available in 
your school library or local public library. Ask the students to make an activity card for one 
of the Women on Money.  (See example in Appendix C.) 

• Achieve Closure – Ask the students if anyone discovered any new information in their 
readings.  If so, have them share it and lead a brief discussion on the new information.  Tell 
the students the next time you get together you will be talking about the famous people they 
have studied who are not on money.  Tell them they will be designing money to honor these 
people.   

Evaluation: 

The portfolio assignment will be used as an evaluation for this unit.  Students will write three to five 
sentences in answer to the following question:  Why do you think only white men were on U.S. 
currency and coins until 1979?      

Scaffolding Activities for At-Risk Students:  Go to the Coin News section of the US Mint’s Web 
site.  www.usmint.gov/kids.  Do a search on one of the three women on coins - Sacagawea, Susan 
B. Anthony, or Helen Keller. Write one sentence about one new thing you learned about the person 
and one new thing you learned about the coin. 

Extension Activities for Gifted and Talented Students:                                                                                       
1)  Go to the Web site for the Money Museum at the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond. 
http://www.richmondfed.org/econed/museum.  Click on Audio Tour and listen to the section on 
either Susan B. Anthony or Sacagawea.  Write two things you learned about the woman and one 
thing you learned about the coin that you did not know.     

2)  Design a bookmark for Helen Keller. Include some words with the Braille alphabet. 

Handout:  You can get sample Braille alphabet cards for your students from National Braille Press 
/ 88 St. Stephen Street / Boston, MA 02115-4302. 
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Lesson Four – WHO AND WHAT SHOULD BE ON OUR MONEY? 

Instructional Objective:  Student will identify important people in U.S. history that America 
could consider honoring with a coin or currency in the future.  Emphasis will be on minority 
personalities students think worthy of this honor although other historic personalities can be 
mentioned if it is being used as an SOL review. 

• Student will list at least two minority groups who have not had equal rights in the past in 
America. 

Behavioral Objectives: 

• After watching the PowerPoint presentation and using classroom resources, students will 
list the contributions of or fact(s) about each of the following that make them worthy of 
the honor of being on U.S. currency or coins. 

U.S. History to 1877 
Minority personalities – Phillis Wheatley, Benjamin Banniker, Jo Anderson (and Cyrus 
McCormick,) Harriet Tubman, Frederick Douglass, Isabel Sojourner Truth, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Clara Barton. 
Others – Patrick Henry, Thomas Paine, Paul Revere, John Adams, James Monroe, Eli 
Whitney, Robert Fulton, William Lloyd Garrison                    
Using classroom resources, student will list the contributions of or fact(s) about each of the 
following that make them worthy of the honor of being on our money.   
Using classroom resources, student will list the contributions of or fact(s) about each of the 
following that make them worthy of the honor of being on our money if the South had won 
the Civil War:  Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. 
 

U.S. History 1877 to present 
Minority personalities – Chief Joseph, Jane Adams, W.E.B. DuBois, Jacob Lawrence, 
Langston Hughes, Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, Bessie Smith, Georgia O’Keefe, 
Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks, Eleanor Roosevelt  
Others – Thomas Edison, Alexander Graham Bell, John D. Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie, 
Henry Ford F. Scott Fitzgerald, John Steinbeck, Aaron Copland, George Gershwin, Harry S. 
Truman, 

• Using information gathered above, students will design a coin or bill to honor the 
historic personality of their choice. 

• Students will use appropriate symbols that tie to the person’s 
accomplishments. 

Virginia Social Studies SOLs reviewed in this lesson may include:   

U.S. History to 1877 

• Identify the following key individuals in the Revolutionary War and describe the role they 
played:  Patrick Henry, Thomas Paine, Phillis Wheatley,  Paul Revere. USI.6c 
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• Explain that decisions made by the first five presidents on issues established a strong 
government that helped the nation grow in size and power. USI.7d 

• Explain how the cotton gin, reaper, and steam boat affected the lives of Americans. USI.8c  
• Identity the roles of the following abolitionist leaders: Harriet Tubman, William Lloyd 

Garrison,  Frederick Douglass. USI.8d 
• Describe Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Isabel Sojourner Truth, strong women who led the 

campaign for women’s suffrage before the Civil War and continued after the war had ended.  
USI.8d 

• Summarize effects of the Civil War on the lives of soldiers and women. USI.9f 

U.S. History 1877 to Present: 

• Identify the interaction and conflict of different cultural groups that were the result of 
population changes, growth of cities, and new inventions with emphasis on Indian policies 
and wars. USII.3b 
− Reservations 
− Battle of Little Bighorn 
− Chief Joseph 

• Describe the efforts to solve the challenges created by immigration and growth in the cities 
such as the Settlement house movement and Hull House founded by Jane Addams.  USII.3b 

• Compare the African American response to “Jim Crow” laws as characterized by W.E.B. 
DuBois.  USII.3c  

• Explain how the United States was transformed from an agricultural to an industrial nation 
between the Civil War and World War I including the contributions of the captains of 
industry: John D. Rockefeller, oil; Andrew Carnegie, steel; Henry Ford, automobile. USII.3d 

• Identify the female and African American leaders in art, literature, and music of the 1920s 
and 1930s that had an impact on the cultural climate of the future.  

• Including  Art – Georgia O’Keeffe, Jacob Lawrence, Literature – Langston Hughes, 
Music – Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong and Bessie Smith. USII.5c  

• Identify Eleanor Roosevelt’s role in expanding women’s rights in United States society 
following World War II.  USII.7d 

• Describe how the African American struggle for equality became a mass movement. 
USII.8a  

Materials:   

• PowerPoint Presentation Who and What Should Be On Our Money? 
• Assorted internet sources and biographies of appropriate historic personalities 

available from your school library or public library.  
• Index cards, paper, pens, crayons, and markers 

  Sequence of Lesson: 

• Establish Set – Display biographies or portraits of people you plan to discuss. Many books 
are available at the school library or public library.  Ask the students, “What do these people 
have in common?”   
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• State Objective – Ask the students to define MINORITY.  Lead the discussion so the 
students can name at least two minority groups who have not had equal rights in the past in 
America. (Some possible answers include Native Americans, African Americans, Women) 

• Model Ideal Behavior/Skills – Ask the students to raise their hands and wait to be called on 
when they want to answer the questions you will ask during the PowerPoint presentation. 

• Check for Comprehension – Use the PowerPoint presentation to lead the discussion of the 
accomplishments of people in minority groups they have studied since kindergarten.   
Informally check to be sure all students are participating in the discussion.  If not, ask for 
“someone who has not answered a question” to give you the answer or call on specific 
students who have not answered.   

• Provide Guided Practice – Divide the students into six groups.  Assign a Venn Diagrams 
to each group.  Ask them to compare at least two people you have discussed who could be 
on money. Assign a leader to report on the group’s findings.  

• Provide Independent Practice – Provide the students with a reading list of books about the 
people you have discussed available in your school or public library. Ask the students to 
make an activity card for one of the people they have discussed.  (See example in Appendix 
B.) 

• Achieve Closure – Ask the students if anyone discovered any new information in their 
readings.  If so, have them share it and lead a brief discussion on the new information.  

Evaluation: 

The portfolio assignment will be used as an evaluation for this unit.  Students will design a coin or 
bill (front and back) to honor a person they have studied.  Students will write one or more sentences 
about the symbols they used on the coin or currency and why the selected those symbols.  

Scaffolding Activities for At-Risk Students:  Put the names of the personalities you have 
reviewed in a hat.  Ask the students to draw out a name and two facts about that person.  

Extension Activities for Gifted and Talented Students:  Distribute graph paper.  Ask the students 
to think about the people discussed in The Men on Money, The Women on Money, and Who and 
What Should Be On Our Money lessons.  You may want to provide a list.  Divide the class into 
three groups.  Group one will graph the number of presidents and the number of non-presidents 
discussed.  Group two will graph the number of men and the number of women discussed.  Group 
three will graph the number of white men and the number of minorities. Depending on the level of 
this group, you may want to ask them to consider different combinations of minorities:  women, 
African Americans, Native Americans, people who fall into more than one group.  You can also 
provide them with a list of the coins and currency you have discussed in the review sessions and ask 
them to calculate the percentage of men, presidents, women, Native Americans, African Americans 
on the coins and currency.   
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Closure Activity (optional) 

After you have completed all the review lessons, you may want to do this activity to achieve closure 
and provide the students with a study guide for the SOL test.  Tell students the day ahead that you 
want them to think of words related to money, the people who are on it and the others they have 
reviewed as part of this unit.  As a class, or in several groups, write one or more ABC stories about 
what the students learned during the SOL review.  The story will be twenty-six sentences long.  The 
first sentence should begin with A, the next with B, the next with C and so on.  If the letter X is too 
difficult, you may want to accept a word that has the letter in it.  Alternatively, you can have the 
story begin A is for APPLE and then follow with a sentence about Apples. Assign one or two 
students to record the story as the group composes it.  Distribute the finished story(s) to the students 
as an SOL review aid.  Some suggestions for words are given below: 

A  Adams (John or Jane) Alexander Hamilton, Allies of WWII, Abraham Lincoln 

B Ben Franklin, Booker T. Washington, Buffalo, Bill of Rights, Benjamin Banniker, Bessie 
 Smith 

C Clara Barton, Civil War, Cuban Missile Crisis, cotton gin 

D Dwight D. Eisenhower, Douglass - Frederick, Dimes, Declaration of Independence, Duke 
 Ellington 

E Eisenhower, Executive branch of government, Eagle, Equal Rights 

F Franklin Roosevelt, Franklin- Ben, Founding Fathers, Frederick Douglass 

G Great Seal, Golden Dollar, Grant - Ulysses 

H Hamilton – Alexander, Harriet Tubman, Half-dollar, Hughes - Langston 

I Isabel Sojourner Truth 

J Judicial branch of government, Jackson – Andrew, Jefferson – Thomas,  

K Keelboat, King – Martin Luther, Kennedy – John,  

L Lincoln – Abraham, Louisiana Purchase, Legislative branch of government, League of 
 Nations, Langston Hughes 

M Madison – James, Monroe- James, Monticello 

N Nickel, Native American(s) 

O O’Keefe – Georgia, “Ocean in View. O the joy!, One-dollar bill 
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P Pacific Ocean, Paul Revere, Parks – Rosa, Phillis Wheatley, Patrick Henry 

Q Quarter, Quakers (Douglass and Anthony) 

R Roosevelt – Franklin or Eleanor, Revolutionary War, Red Cross, Rosa Parks, reaper 

S Susan B. Anthony, Sacagawea, Supreme Court, Staunton – Elizabeth Cady, steamboat 

T Thomas Jefferson, Tubman – Harriet, Two-dollar bill, thirteen, Thomas Paine 

U Ulysses Grant, Underground railroad 

V Vote – for women, 

W Woodrow Wilson, Washington – George & Booker T., WWII, Wheatley – Phillis, Women’s 
 Suffrage 

X 

Y Yellow-gold (Sacagawea dollar) 

Z Zero (African Americans on currency / coin) 
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 Appendix A – Lesson Two Materials 
Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond Bookmarks for George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 

Abraham Lincoln, Alexander Hamilton, Ulysses Grant, and Benjamin Franklin.  Order 
online from  http://www.richmondfed.org/publications/educator_resources/index.cfm or call 
804-697-8109. 

Activity Card format 

Who Am I game and directions 

 

Activity Card Format – Men on Money 

 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Date and Place of Birth    ________________________________________________________ 

Important Accomplishment(s) ____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

How did this person’s accomplishment(s) contribute to furthering the basic principles of life, 
liberty, the pursuit of happiness, and equality? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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WHO AM I GAME 
 

Decide which bookmark personalities you wish to use and select a corresponding number of 
students.  If the classroom is large, you may want to have several groups playing the game at one 
time.  Possible personalities include George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, 
Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses Grant, Benjamin Franklin, Franklin Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, 
Dwight Eisenhower, and John Kennedy.  (Optional – Andrew Jackson, Sacagawea, and Susan B. 
Anthony.) Let students know if you are including Andrew Jackson or women in the list of possible 
characters. 

• Pin or tape a bookmark on the back of each student.  Do not tell the students whose 
bookmark is on their back.  Students may not look at their own bookmark, but can show it to 
others in the group as questions are asked. 

• The object of the game is for each student to discover WHO AM  I? by asking yes or no 
questions of the other students in their group.  If there is more than one group playing the 
game, remind students that they can only ask students in their group questions. 

o Each student can ask only one question to each other student in the group. 
o The question must be phrased so it can be answered with a Yes or No. 

• The first student to discover his/her identity can be given a small prize, an additional point 
on a quiz, or rewarded in some other appropriate way. 

• Sample game is shown below.  Teachers may want to suggest some of these questions to 
help get students started. 

 
Bookmark personality = Susan B. Anthony 
Q.  Was I a president?  A. No 
Q.  Am I a woman?  A. Yes 
Q.  Am I on a coin?  A. Yes  
Q.  Am I Sacagawea?  A.  No 
Q.  Am I Susan B. Anthony? A.  Yes  
 
Bookmark personality = Benjamin Franklin 
Q.  Was I a president?  A. No 
Q.  Am I a woman?  A. No 
Q.  Was I ever on a coin? A. Yes – If answer is No, personality would be Alexander Hamilton 
Q.  Am I Benjamin Franklin? A.  Yes 
  
Bookmark personality = Thomas Jefferson 
Q.  Was I a president?  A. Yes 
Q.  Am I on currency?  A. Yes 
Q.  Am I on a coin?  A. Yes – If answer is No, personality would be Ulysses S. Grant 
Q.  Am I a Virginian?  A. Yes – If answer is No, personality would be Abraham Lincoln 
Q.  Did I write the Declaration of Independence?  A.  Yes 
Q.  Am I Thomas Jefferson A.  Yes 
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Appendix B – Lesson Three Materials 

Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond Bookmarks for Susan B. Anthony and Sacagawea - order 
online from http://www.richmondfed.org/publications/educator_resources/index.cfm or call 
804-697-8109. 

Activity Card format 

Alabama State Quarter coloring sheet available at 
http://www.usmint.gov/kids/index.cfm?fileContents=campCoin/coloring.cfm 

Activity Card Format – Women on Money 

 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Place of Birth ______________________________________________________________ 

Important Accomplishment(s) ____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

How did this person’s accomplishment(s) contribute to furthering the basic principles of life, 
liberty, the pursuit of happiness, and equality? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Alabama State Quarter Information.  The Alabama quarter celebrates the spirit of courage.  Above the "Spirit 
of Courage" banner is the image of Helen Keller, a truly courageous woman.  Although she couldn't see or 
hear, she worked hard to do some amazing things, such as write books, give speeches, read raised letters 
and Braille, and earn a degree at college. 

Alabama 
Nickname: 

The Yellowhammer State 
Capital: 

Montgomery 
Statehood: 

December 14, 1819 

Braille is a special code of raised dots that stand for letters, so many languages can be written in Braille for 
blind people around the world.  In the image, Ms. Keller is reading from a Braille book, and her name is 
written on the coin in Braille letters. 
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Appendix C – Lesson Four Materials 

Activity Card format 

Activity Card Format – Who and What Should Be On Our Money? 

 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Date and Place of Birth    ________________________________________________________ 

This person is a member of which minority group(s)   __________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Name a custom, tradition or belief associated with this minority group in the past  ___________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Important Accomplishment(s) ____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

How did this person’s accomplishment(s) contribute to furthering the basic principles of life, 
liberty, the pursuit of happiness, and equal rights for all people? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



It’s On The Money – Part II  21 

Appendix D Resources for the lessons 
 
A reading list with many books on famous Americans can be found at this Web site: 
http://www.ushistory.org/carpentershall/edu/reading1-4.htm.  Several of the authors listed including 
David A. Adler, William Jay Jacobs and Ingrid & P\Edgar Perin d’Aulaire have written books on 
more than one of the “Men on Money” or “Women on Money” or others. 
 

Other Resources 
 

Order from the Publications Catalog at http://www.newyorkfed.org 
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta. (2001). Dollars and Cents. [Brochure]. 

 
Web Resources 

 
www.richmondfed.org Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond site.  Order bookmarks for 
historic figures.  Take a virtual tour and audio tour of the Money Museum. 
www.usmint.gov  U.S. Mint site.  Go to H.I.P. Pocket Change section for learning 
activities using money theme. 
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/symbols/seal.html  - resource for history of Great Seal 
www.moneyfactory.com Bureau of Engraving and Printing site.  Order educational materials 
on money.  Click on CLASSROOM. 
http://www.newyorkfed.org Federal Reserve Bank of New York site.  Virtual catalog available for 
all Federal Reserve Publications. 
http://www.frbsf.org  Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco site.  Visit the currency 
exhibit on this site.  
http://www.nbp.org/ic/nbp/process.html - order Braille cards in quantity at no charge. 
http://www.afb.org/braillebug/braille.asp - order a bug Braille (one copy available at no charge.) 
http://womenshistory.about.com/library/bio/bltruth.htm - biographic information on Sojourner Truth 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1539.html - biographic information on Frederick Douglass 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1535.html - biographic information on Harriet Tubman 
http://www.nps.gov/wori/ecs.htm - biographic information on Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
http://www.nps.gov/clba/ - biographic information on Clara Barton 
http://www.progress.org/banneker/bb.html - biographic information on Benjamin Banneker 
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/henry.htm - biographic information on Patrick Henry 
http://www.ushistory.org/paine - biographic information on Thomas Paine 
http://darter.ocps.net/classroom/revolution/revere.htm - biographic information on Paul Revere 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents - biographic information on all the men on money 
who have been president 
http://inventors.about.com/od/cstartinventions/a/cotton_gin.htm - biographic information on Eli 
Whitney 
http://inventors.about.com/library/inventors/blmccormick.htm - biographic information on Cyrus 
McCormick 
http://inventors.about.com/cs/inventorsalphabet/a/james_watt_3.htm - biographic information about 
Robert Fulton 
http://www.nps.gov/boaf/williamlloydgarrison3.htm  and www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1561.html  
- biographic information on William Lloyd Garrison 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/race/etc/road.html - biographic information on 
Booker T. Washington & W.E.B. DuBois 
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http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/people/a_c/chiefjoseph.htm - biographic information on Chief 
Joseph 
http://www.usmint.gov/kids/index.cfm?fileContents=coinNews/makingCents/2001/q3.cfm - 
information on coins 
http://nobelprize.org/peace/laureates/1931/addams-bio.html - biographic information on Jane 
Addams 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/firstladies/ar32.html - biographic information on Eleanor 
Roosevelt 
http://www.carnegie.org/sub/program/index.html - biographic information on Andrew Carnegie 
http://www.time.com/time/time100/builder/profile/ford.html - biographic information on Henry 
Ford 
http://www.sc.edu/fitzgerald/biography.html - biographic information on F. Scott Fitzgerald 
http://www.steinbeck.org/MainFrame.html - biographic information on John Steinbeck 
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/database/copland_a.html - biographic information on 
Aaron Copeland 
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/database/gershwin_g.html - biographic information on 
George Gershwin 



Louisiana Purchase

2006 Nickels
Take us back to the pre-2004 design of the 
Jefferson nickel just as Lewis and Clark 
returned home from their journey west.
2006 new front 2006 new back



Louisiana Purchase

Golden Dollar 2000 – present
– Honors Sacagawea’s part journey to explore 

the Louisiana Purchase. 
front back



Louisiana Purchase
Sacagawea was a young Shoshone woman 
who traveled with Lewis and Clark.  She 
helped interpret and explore.  

She carried her son Pomp on her back.  This 
told other Native Americans the group was 
not a war party. (War parties did not include 
women and children.)



Louisiana Purchase

The back of the coin shows seventeen stars 
and an eagle.
– The stars represent the seventeen states in the 

Union at the time of the Louisiana Purchase and 
the journey to explore it.

– The eagle is our national bird.



Portfolio assignment

The class develops a Jeopardy/Quiz Bowl-type 
game to accompany this lesson. 

The categories on the game-board are: Louisiana 
Purchase, Golden Dollar and Great Seal

Each student submits one short Jeopardy-type 
answer for each category and the accompanying 
question to go with the answer. 

Louisiana 
Purchase

Golden Dollar Great Seal




